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The diversity of topics considered by the author in
this book, as well as the broad range of rich ethno-
graphic data, make the volume a good point of refer-
ence for academics and students interested in
a specific case study of post-enlargement Polish mi-
gration. But this diversity, while a clear strength of
the book, is also its shortcoming. At times the text
drifts between historical underpinnings of the recent
wave of Polish Londoners evaluated by the author
and his take on the present-day practices of migrants;
between the lens of the group and that of the individ-
ual; between the local and the transnational; between
the macro and the micro. Having offered this minor
critique, | do wonder whether a more robust and clear
thematic cohesion is possible when one is trying to
depict the complexity of the field. However, | would
definitely welcome a more focused methodological
approach in the application of terms such as ‘dis-
course’ and ‘narrative’, which at times are taken for
granted by Garapich. Indeed, while investigating de-
velopments of the discursive construction of ethnicity
and identity within the migratory context, researchers
do pay particular attention to political processes in-
fluencing and shaping the discourses under investiga-
tion and see discourse inter alia as ‘integrating
various different positions and voices’ (Wodak 2009:
39). Such positioning should be acknowledged and
discussed further by the author. Regrettably, this in-
teresting volume is pitted with editorial and technical
errors which are quite irritating and spoil its enjoy-
ment.

Overall, I recommend the book as an important
and informative contribution to the current debates
on both Polish migration and transnationalism, where
issues of class and ethnicity within the migratory con-
text of a global city are explored in interesting and
intellectually stimulating ways.

Aleksandra Galasinska
University of Wolverhampton, UK
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Informal Trade, Gender and the Border Experience
provides a significant contribution to the existing the-
oretical, methodological and empirical literature on
trade and border studies with a post-positivist ap-
proach.

Professor Sasunkevich states that economic glob-
alisation has advanced rapidly over the past three
decades, albeit with a slowdown following the global
economic crisis. Trade and foreign direct investment
flows increased from 17 per cent and 0.9 per cent of
global GDP respectively in 1990 to 28 per cent and
3.2 per cent in 2016, while cross-border movements
of people have also been on the rise, with about one
in ten people now living in OECD countries born
abroad. These developments have facilitated produc-
tivity gains and global economic growth, the integra-
tion of emerging economies into global markets and
the lifting out of poverty of hundreds of millions of
people, while also bringing important non-economic
gains including increased linkages between our soci-
eties and better knowledge of other cultures (p. 24).

Globalisation has also been a vector for the dis-
semination of technological advances, in particular
digitalisation, which in many cases have been trans-
formative. Digitalisation vastly reduces the transaction
costs of communicating and coordinating globally, en-
abling fragmented production processes that take ad-
vantage of expertise and comparative advantages that
exist globally. It can also improve access to health
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care, skills development or other services and provide
entirely new ways for people to connect, socialise,
collaborate and participate in societies. It provides
opportunities to produce more and better products
and services more cheaply, thus increasing consumer
welfare. With the processes of globalisation and dig-
italisation intertwined, so too are their effects on the
economy and people’s well-being.

The drive for deregulation at the domestic and in-
ternational levels, while bringing benefits in terms of
growth and innovation, has also hit some people and
firms that were not well placed to compete in global
markets, and has added to the consequences of mar-
ket distortions that have undermined fair competition
in some sectors. Reliance on metrics such as GDP per
capita that provide information only on averages, as
well as on models that do not fully capture the com-
plexity of the global economy, is one reason why pol-
icies have been too weak or insufficiently tailored to
address the challenges of open economies and to
avoid the financial crisis (p. 51).

One of Sasunkevich’s main arguments is that
there are several mechanisms through which globali-
sation and technological change may have contrib-
uted to the stagnation of middle-class living
standards and to the widening of the gap between the
latter and those of the top 1 per cent. In particular,
there is some evidence that these processes have:
contributed to the fall in labour’s share of national in-
come; aggravated local blight and regional inequal-
ity; fed the dominance of leading firms in some
sectors; allowed the rise of some market distortions;
fuelled the process of financialisation; and added to
pressure to shift taxation from wealth and high-in-
come individuals onto labour. The combination of
technological change and globalisation has put at risk
many jobs involving routine tasks, while digitalisa-
tion appears to be contributing to the polarisation of
labour markets.

There is no consensus about the extent of the var-
ious possible downsides to globalisation, but in cur-
rent circumstances, it is worth addressing the
problems even before this uncertainty is fully re-
solved. For unless the various sources of dissatisfac-
tion with economic globalisation are addressed,

political pressure to reverse at least some aspects of
globalisation may endanger the great benefits that
have been generated by growing openness to trade,
investment and movements of people.

A policy response is therefore urgently needed to
make globalisation work for all and avoid the onset
of a damaging retreat from economic openness. But
such a response is only likely to succeed if it goes
beyond trying to “fix” aspects of globalisation that are
the subject of discontent. It should be framed in the
context of a new policy narrative based around the
concept of inclusive growth, aimed at improving
multi-dimensional well-being in increasingly open
and digitalised economies, which would help im-
prove the living standards of those that have been left
behind. Not all elements of such a policy response are
yet fully developed, and more work, sharing of prac-
tice and innovative thinking will be needed to grasp
and address the challenges of an increasingly con-
nected and digital world. However, a number of pol-
icy directions at the national, sub-national and
international levels suggest themselves (p. 120).

At the national level, governments should step up
their efforts to bolster people’s ability to cope with
change and succeed in a globalised and digital world.
Social protection and safety nets need to be adapted
and improved, especially in the light of the changing
work environment created by digital technologies,
without creating disincentives to increased innova-
tion and productivity. However, protecting and com-
pensating will certainly not be enough. Equally
important will be the move towards an ‘empowering
state’ which finds creative solutions to ensure univer-
sal access to quality health care and education, devel-
ops stepped-up active labour market and skills
policies, shifts the tax burden away from labour, de-
velops a strategy for small and medium-sized enter-
prises and strengthens technology diffusion and the
integration of migrants.

At the sub-national level, regional development
policy approaches should focus on reinforcing each
region’s advantages rather than simply on redistribu-
tion. In addition, there is often a need to strengthen
ties between rural and urban areas, and to create em-
ployment and skills policies as well as strategies for
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entrepreneurship, innovation and investment that re-
spond more appropriately to local circumstances. Im-
proved policy coordination and metropolitan
governance arrangements can reduce municipal frag-
mentation and residential segregation by income.

Finally, at the international level, there is a need
for the governance of globalisation to catch up with
the globalisation of economic activity, while taking
due account of concerns about national sovereignty.
One aspect of this is strengthening international
standards and making them more effective in helping
to level the playing field and improve inclusiveness.
In particular, greater international collaboration on
competition, state-owned enterprises, business ac-
countability, fighting corruption and illicit trade
would make a significant difference. Full implemen-
tation of existing agreements to crack down on tax
avoidance and tax evasion is also key. The other main
area concerns bilateral and plurilateral trade and in-
vestment agreements. Government officials should
be encouraged to further consult with their constitu-
ents and other affected stakeholders on trade and in-
vestment policy; engagement at the local level would
help to improve understanding of the likely impact of
trade and investment reforms on communities.

Sasunkevich’s piece opens up new avenues not
only for further research, but also for the reinterpre-
tation of the empirical material on human mobility
already amassed, and this makes it an important fixed
point for both researchers and practitioners.
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